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GERMANS FEAR COLLAPSE OF AUSTRIA
WESTWARD BOUND TRANSPORT SUNK

 SHATTERED ON ROCK OF |
ITALIAN RESISTANCE

Austrian Offensive Turned Into Retreat From
Montello to Sea by Steadfast Tactics
of Defenders.

Awakening of the Italian Morale of Even More
Moment Than Enemy’s Defeat—Eight Days’
Heavy Fighting Turns for Allies.

(Associated Press)

Disaster seems to be written in the news of
the Austrian defeat along the Piave.

Unable to force his way farther than the im-
mediate vicinity of the west bank of the river, and
with bridges thrown across the stream swept
away by the swirling waters of the flood pouring
down from the mountains, the enemy began a!
precipitous retreat Saturday night.

So hasty was his withdrawal that he left a
good many cannon on the western bank of the|
Piave, while his retreating infantry columns, ac-
cording to news dispatches are already bemg=
pressed by Italian detachments thrown over the
easterly side of the stream.

Italy’s victory over the Austrians on the Piave|
front apnears likely to assume the proportions of
a veritable triumph for the Italians and a disaster
of great magnitude for the defeated enemy.

Already it is announced in official dispatches

prisoners and great quantities of material, while,
the extent of their other casualties may be indi-
cated by the thousands of bodies floating in the
waters of the swollen river,

Shattered on the rock of Italian resistance
the Austrian offensive has turned into a retreat,
and from Montello to the sea the enemy is hurry-

ing back across the Piave before the closely pur-
suing Italians.

Austria’s defeat is being hailed throughout'
Italy and allied countries not so much because of |
the Italian victory but because of the awakemng
of the Italian morale which was shaken severely
last fall by the Austro-German offensive. Hold-
ing the final barriers to the Venetian plain and
Lombardy the Italians by their steadfast resist-
ance during eight days of heavy fighting turned!
the great enemy onslaught into a disorderly
repulse,

From the Montello plateau southward jtion In attempting to get across the
to the Adriatic comes the same story | Piave to the opposite bank will be the

of the Auvatri i | most Interesting development of the
An retreal. The Plave| .ot sew hours. ‘The. river s swollen
river formerly emptied

Into the sea|and Vienna, in Its latest communi-
quite near Venlce, but in recent years|cation, seems to be preparing the w ay |
its course was changed to its present | f";g;‘}i'“'hi’?( St “13 “l d";““' u"‘

L5} on ¢ burdens place on e
location. In the first rush of the Aus- troops by the heavy rains and the tor-
trian offensive the enemy succeeded in | rential Piave. Most of the Austrlnn.
crossing the old river bed, which now | bridges are gone and the Italian heavy |
Is & canal. From thelr positions there

ar!:mer) is still within range at polm;l
€ fou han been. diven ahvd O Jallans whera the Ausirians crossed and near |
are relentlessly pursulng them,

the river bank where the Italian line
Forlorn Hope for Days.

has held fast,
Pressed With Ardor.
The last news dispatches from the
Piave river, sent out on Sunday, tell of

Undoubtedly Gen. Diaz's men rea
the predicament of the enemy and (helr
Itallan bombing wunits being thrown
across the main stream of the Plave,

pursuit of the fleeing Austrians will

be pressed with ardor, In withdrawing
from Montello the enemy probably will

which seems to indicate that the Aus-

trian retreat was not stayed et the

eastern bank of the river.

There is every indication that the
Austrinn “hunger offensive” has been
a forlorn hope for several days.

The effect of the defeat on the inter-
nal conditions of Austria-Hungary,
when once the news s made publie,
ean only be conjectured, but it may be
that the Italiang have hit the enemy a
sarder blow than that merely in-
*olved In the military feat of pushing
im back atross the Plave.

gelting out of the rain-scaked

Piave. To add to the troubles of thel
Austrinn  command, thelr
dacros the Piave have been on unc on- |
nected sectors, with the Italians hold-

Ing the sectors in between. [

Little Infantry Fighting.

Previous to the beginning of the en-
emy retreat there had been littls in-
fantry fighting along the Plave for
forty-elght hours. The Iltalians had
occupled the time In shelling the en-
emy lines and communications heavily.

Coincldent with the Ttalian victory |In *he mountalns the situation is un-
sn the Piave comes the news of the|changed although the allied artillery |
Itu'ian units om the Marre-Rhelme j hns been verfy active in some sectora |
sector repulsing a second henvy Ger-| Austrinn official claims of 40,000 pris-
man attuck on the heights of BlHEny. |oners and of allied air losses ara do-
just to the west of the city of Rheims, |clared to be falsifications in a semi- | 2
The German fallure was complete as|official note iasued In- Rome. It is as-
wns the original blow on Satyrday | serted that the [tallan losses in killed, '
night. AgeTeEnte 40.-

Whether the several enemy divisions The Austrinn lo=ses= are placed .'t!l
on the western bank of the Plnve will —_—
be able Lo escape capture or destruc- (Cont:nued on Pngn Elcvcn)

wounded and missing
000,

of the battle

meet with as much difficulty ‘? mf;.frolmd ever beocoming” narrower, hom-
OW= | harded without pause by our artillery |
lands aalong the lower geaches of thel o, nirplanes, the enemy. nfter having

i Im:lm’nlurd
agvance eleht

SCENE OF AUSTRIAN DEFEAT WITH LOSS OF 45,000 PRISONERS
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CAPTURE OF 45,000 AUSTRIANS AND
ENORMOUS STORES REPORTED BY ROME

(Associated Press)
Washington, June 24.— Capture of 45,000 prisoners

and enormous!

stores of war material by the Italians in their counter-offengive which has

driven the Austrians across the Piave is announced in an official cable-
gram received today by the Italian embassy from Rome.
began Sunday,” says the dispateh,

G S U “After wiolent artillery prepnrations
that destroyed all brideges except one,

1 [ the Infantry drove forwnrd with irre-

The flooded o

alatible Impetus, Piave
contiuing thousands of enemy’ corpscs
Divisions whigh had passed the I'inve
were . decimated by oor artillery  and
intantry. Montello was  attacked in
three columns, Enemy  lnes  wers
| hroken at €@ella Delln Modonna  and
|\ll\lll and reovcupied, From Mas-
](! tin to Sarvdonn the Austrinns first
r| sisted our attucks desperntely, rll
finally wore foreed to Tl'|l nt ln the

COMPLETE COLLAPSE [l sildina mector. " kons-ine thon- |67 OF C’REW ARE MISSING

sitnd prisonors and  cnormous b-m:_\
were captured by the Italinns,

Lisut. Young's Victory.

TRANSPORT SUNK
OFF DELAWARE

Irresistible Impetus.
"Offensive operations Ly our troops

With Purpose Restorlng Aus-
trian Morale and Checking
Italian Counter-Blow.

Westward-Bound When
Torpedocd.

f
Probable, Eaiser Aware—Huns Total of 81 Rescued-—U-Boat

aff practically to suspend its

ne ‘"u- hoon @ |1fm-n-11 London, June 24.—Memier Liovd ot gppenred on e surfnee
plncteen shols Inio the ship

kno in France,

WAR DEPARTMENT J\SKS -
NINETY TROOP SHIPS MISSISSIPPI STEAMER -

EAGLE SUNK AT KEY WEST |

d 1u-qq )

A Gulf Port, June 24. —The Missis-
sippl river stonmer Eagle, which left |
this port Saturday bound for C :rtu

ounted up ta todny exceeded 4,000,
The Austrian dead cover the ground
in extraordinary sumbers,
The text of the statement reads:
"Yesterday gave ug the crowning re-
aulls of wvictory, IMushed up against
the hank of the Pinve in a strip of

tw-nri-rtw.l Press.)
Washington, June 24—Ninety new
iroop ships asked for by the war de-
partment have been included in the
enlarged bhullding program of the ship-
ping board, This was Adisclosed today
in @ report submitted to the senate on | KON Colombin. sank near Key West

the revised 32,000,000,000 sundry civil | Yesterday, according to information
approprintion bilL reaching Tocal shipping today.

The Eagle was towed by eRmer,
and its crew was taken off by the tow-

(AS snrn!

himsellf desperately for
days nt the price of enormous |
sacrifices on the right bank of the
river, began on the night of June 22.23

pEents
a st

No Troops Aboard———Shlp Was |

RETREAT ON PIAVE FRONT
BEGAN IN GOVER DARKNESS

Cannon Left Behind — Austrian Troops Sought
to Employ Machine Guns to Set Up
Barrage Fire.

Italian Attack Insistent All Along Line From
Montello to Mouth of River — Americans
in Notable Part.

(Associated Press)

| Italian Army Headquarters, Sunday, June 23
(Night). — The great retreat by the Austrians

along the Piave front began under cover of dark-

ness on Saturday night. The retreating troops

yleft their cannon behind them.

Italian detachments are pursuing the enemy
east of the Piave.

! Austrian troops left to cover the retreat used
| their machine guns to set up a barrage fire.
| When it was observed that the Austrians had
' begun a retrograde movement the Italians began
to attack virtually all along the Piave line from
Montello on the north well towards the mouth of
the river. The attack was quickly pressed and
became more insistent, accompanied by violent
| artillery fire.

The number of guns left behind by the Aus-
trians as they retreated has not been computed,
but is said to be very great.

The work of the American aviators who ap-
peared on the front last week for the first time

; “American alrmon  displayed  ere 1, o Tntil Vessel . . I V.
Flan s Break Touh M0 | pmreey ke TS o Ao Cho b Slé‘l!fff‘d,.i'rfék “* | contributed notably to the disorganization of the-
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Vare sald to be thoroughly awnlie to the et transport under A i hur -\ 1l 1: ' (
protaiity of o compiote caapse of | Great Blow In Few Howrs | 1.0, o ss s s nues wut o Milan FEcolo. —
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olfen- T FEas, s - X vo nnd fieed  and holhg constuntly bombed by allicd | and ercus Train’.
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| saiid a dust-cover |1. sweat-stained Ital-

i e, Wi e been i - SEPARATE TAX FOR OIL
7 day for 8 week, with teareely, any | INDUSTRY IS URGED

rnf mAve 'rr 1Ih\ and Saturday’s |
1l in the mighty contest for the banks | s
| of the river, | (Internationnl News Serviee.)

“We are saving the shouting until Washington, June 24 —Separate tax
Al 1~l ja's plunder expedition  is  de- | provisions for the oil industry in tha
feuted,” “nlid "0-year-old Deputy | matter of income and excess profits
Banchette, who |s spending his time | taxes, were urged by Judge John J.

Shea, of Tulsa, Okla., representing the
Mid-Continental Oil and Gas associa-

na nn \]fiul officer tramping to nnd |
fro among the soldiers. telling them

on before the house ways and means
This would

that victory is the one way to secure | U
committee this afternoon.

:l'l:n:lihtihwal to the left hank of the | FAIR SAYS B“_LY ,POSSUM ing vessel and landed at Key West, | ;n-_r\‘.l--l-_;ml! the Hnes the olvll ‘population | allow the n;::::ur:ll conditions of the ofl
There in no Information as to how | o undistiivhed, there be I‘II but few | hu o be considered, he sald. He
= [the boat sank. ot he eitles are calm. The | ngre 1‘: draft o scheme of taxation
. N-ur try to | == ; o l, t Venl has bes n| s to the oil producers for the
{ -__-__-_| merican colons n " Ce " L L
'AUSTRALIA’S POLICY TO croms watween s BANK MESSENGER ROBBED | A e 1o % handiul, consistin of the | guldunce of the committee.
{ . "b woman and a ]n Amerl ;._-; ----..-,-:l and the Red Cross and | TR TP~
BE LAID BEFORE WILSON | | Se®\rcurt 3700t oike|  OF GOODLY ROLL OF CASH 3750 i 'WOULD EXTEND DRAFT TO
o ks tho Austri | 8] the malnland, howeyer, Amer
tAssociated Press.) & | U e s .
London. ST 24, ___::“” . AL I-‘Oi&l}n { nne ] hre goin ;.? 1'0: (Internn 11nn :I ‘\f\\" Bervics) vl Jeans it ‘1.. i .m:!;{;:ina-u't- r-!; n:.r tl. -_'II'I | MEN BETWEEN 18 AND ‘5
BpOl OVErY : . 1= o i o the 1 i @ ers g e
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Statex to place before President Wilson iing _you know |from William Fabrisie, a messenger | American |rl commafid of | ment to the $12,000.000 army Rppropef-
a full and frank statement of Austra- we'll have to be the C opolitan bank, his chel | Col, Elbert E Mve arrive .l | at Lill proposing to extend the army
lia's policy regarding the Monroe doe- } ( sending them food | g 3455 in cash and a fied| The Ameri s 1 .' elr | drnft to men l-- tween 18 and 45 years
trine for the Pacific. according to the to keep ‘em fight- | check 252 Whil one o | fnunty unifo Nyi | was ir vl today by Senator Fall
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— " operation of the U'nited States 0 main- Th weathe Falr snd moderately tehied Al of the robbers escaped ) v Oy Y by the roughest sol- under 21 from duty in the Aring lUne,
talning such a polley, woarm lonight :.\:.'1 f.iv‘;--l.q.. the Crowils, AS  postponed




